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TO  THE  CHAIRMAN  AND  MEMBERS  OF  THE 
RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


Mr.  Chairman,  My  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  submit  the  Annual  Report  for  the  year  1945,  on 
the  sanitary  circumstances,  administration  and  vital  statistics  of  your  district. 

GENERAL  STATISTICS. 

Area  in  Acres.  127,485. 

Population.  16,420. 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses.  5,065. 

Rateable  Value.  .£75,802. 

Amount  produced  by  a  Penny  Rate.  £297  4s.  5d. 

VITAL  STATISTICS. 

BIRTHS.— There  were  266  births,  144  male  and  122  female,  giving  a 
birth-rate  of  16*1  per  1,000.  Seventeen  of  the  births  were  of  illegitimate 
children. 

DEATHS.— There  were  187  deaths  of  residents  registered,  105  male 
and  82  female,  giving  a  death  rate  of  11  '32  per  1,000. 

CAUSES  OF  DEATH. 

INFANTILE  MORTALITY. — There  were  8  deaths  of  infants  under 
one  year  of  age,  6  male  and  2  female,  giving  an  infantile  mortality  rate  of  30 
per  1,000  live  births,  which  compares  favourably  with  the  rate  of  39  per 
1,000  live  births,  in  the  District  last  year. 

DEATHS  FROM  DIARRHOEA  AND  ENTERITIS  UNDER 
TWO  YEARS  OF  AGE.— One. 

MATERNAL  MORTALITY. — No  death  was  registered  as  due  to, 
or  associated  with  maternal  causes. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES,  OTHER  THAN  TUBERCULOSIS.— 
No  death  from  any  of  the  ordinary  infectious  diseases  was  registered. 

PULMONARY  TUBERCULOSIS. — Four  deaths  were  registered  as 
due  to  pulmonary  tuberculosis. 
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DISEASES  OF  THE  HEART  AND  BLOOD  VESSELS.— In  101 
cases  death  was  ascribed  to  diseases  of  the  heart  and  blood-vessels,  namely  : — 
Heart  disease,  61;  cerebral  haemorrhage,  16;  cerebral  thrombosis,  11; 
coronary  thrombosis,  8 ;  coronary  embolism,  1 ;  arterio-sclerosis,  4. 

CANCER. — Thirty  deaths  were  ascribed  to  cancer;  brief  particulars 


of  these  are  given  below. 

Site  of  Disease.  Male  Female 

Rectum  .  2  1 

Cervix  Uteri .  —  2 

Colon  1  3 

Stomach .  1  1 

Liver  .  1  1 

All  other  sites .  11  6 

16  14 


OTHER  CAUSES  OF  DEATH,  were: — Senile  dementia  7;  peri¬ 
tonitis  3;  broncho-pneumonia  6;  accident  6;  acute  bronchitis  2;  chronic 
nephritis  2;  other  causes  of  death  17. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

INCIDENCE  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE  DURING  THE  FIVE 
YEARS,  1940-1944  COMPARED  WITH  THAT  FOR  1945. 


Disease 

1940 

1941 

1942 

1943 

1944 

No.  of 
Cases 

1945 

Removed 

to 

Hospital 

Died  in 
Hospital 

Scarlet  Fever 

14 

7 

22 

15 

31 

13 

12 

Diphtheria 

6 

22 

8 

3 

1 

1 

1 

— 

Typhoid  and 

Para-typhoid . . 

— 

9 

12 

1 

— 

— 

Measles 

353 

58 

89 

98 

102 

166 

— 

— 

Whooping  Cough 

37 

32 

24 

37 

17 

16 

— 

— 

Pneumonia 

17 

28 

23 

15 

14 

14 

8 

— 

Polio-myelitis 

1 

: — 

— 

— 

■  — 

— 

— 

— 

Puerperal  Fever 

or  Pyrexia 

1 

3 

1 

2 

5 

1 

— 

— 

Ophthalmia 

Neonatorum 

4 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Erysipelas 

6 

8 

4 

2 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Cerebro-spinal 

Fever 

1 

1 

4 

1 

2 

— 

— 

— 

Dysentery 

— 

— 

1 

— 

2 

2 

1 

— 

Enteric 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

Malaria 

-T— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

Totals 

440 

168 

188 

173 

176  i 

216 

23 

— 
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DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATION.— During  1945  a  total  of  172 

children  completed  the  full  course  of  immunisation,  namely  115  under  5 

years  of  age,  and  57  between  the  ages  of  5  and  15.  No  cases  of  diphtheria 

were  notified  in  immunised  children  in  the  whole  Ulverston  Combined 

Sanitary  District. 

•/ 

SCABIES. — A  few  persons  suffering  from  scabies  have  been  treated  at 
High  Carley  Isolation  Hospital. 

TUBERCULOSIS. 


NEW  CASES  AND  MORTALITY  DURING  1945 


• 

NEW  CASES 

DEATHS 

Age  Periods 

Non- 

Non- 

I 

Respiratory 

Respiratory 

Respiratory 

Respiratory 

Years 
,  0 

1— 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M  F 

2 

5-  .... 

1 

— 

— 

4 

— 

— 

-  - 

10— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

-  - 

15— 

20—  .... 
25—  .... 

— 

1 

1 

1 

1 

— 

— 

—  — 

3 

1 

2 

35—  .... 

1 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

-  - 

45—  .... 

2 

— 

1 

— 

-  - 

55—  .... 

65  and 

— 

1 

— 

1 

—  — 

upwards 

— - 

— 

— 

— 

— 

—  — 

Totals 

5  5 

5 

7 

1 

3 

—  — 

10 

12 

4 

0 

_  s 

22 

4 

LABORATORY  FACILITIES. 

Bacteriological  investigations  continue  to  be  carried  out  on  behalf  of 
the  Council,  at  the  Ministry  of  Health  Emergency  Pathological  Service 
Laboratory,  established  at  the  High  Carley  Sanatorium. 

I  am, 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Yours  obediently, 

JAMES  ROBERTSON, 
Medical  Officer  of  Health 
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ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  SANITARY  INSPECTORS  FOR  THE 

YEAR  1945. 

We  have  pleasure  in  submitting  the  Annual  Report  of  the  work  carried 
out  within  our  district  during  the  year  ended  31st  December,  1945. 

Numerous  difficulties  have  been  experienced  during  the  year  under 
review,  particularly  so  when  inspections  under  the  Housing  and  Public 
Health  Acts,  Milk  and  Dairies  Order,  etc.,  have  necessitated  owners  carrying 
out  repairs.  They  have  been  faced  with  the  problem  of  obtaining  materials  and, 
coupled  with  the  shortage  of  labour  to  carry  out  the  work,  progress  has  been 
greatly  retarded.  It  may  be  of  interest  to  note  that  only  in  the  very  isolated 
case  is  it  necessary  to  serve  upon  an  owner  a  Statutory  Notice,  as  we  find 
that  by  personal  contact  an  owner  generally  agrees  to  carry  out  our  require¬ 
ments,  as  far  as  the  shortages  mentioned  above  will  allow. 

HOUSING. 

A  small  number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  have  been  brought  to  our 
notice,  but,  owing  to  the  difficulty  of  obtaining  alternative  accommodation, 
it  would  appear  that  they  will  have  to  remain  for  the  time  being. 

In  accordance  with  the  Ministry  of  Health  circular  64/44,  which  deals 
with  the  inspection  and  classification  of  houses  of  the  working  class  type 
within  all  Rural  Districts  of  England  and  Wales,  the  Rural  Council,  after 
consideration  of  the  whole  matter,  decided  to  appoint  two  Housing  Inspection 
and  Record  Clerks  who  commenced  duties  in  October,  1945. 

To  arrive  at  a  standard  of  fitness  for  Rural  Districts  within  Lancashire, 
a  Technical  Sub-Committee  was  formed  and  a  number  of  meetings  were 
held  at  Preston.  A  report  was  finally  drawn  up  and  adopted  by  the  Lan- 
.  cashire  Joint  County  Committee  on  Rural  Housing  on  the  5th  January,  1945. 

It  was  decided  that  in  Lancashire  all  houses  up  to  and  including  £20 
Rateable  Value  should  come  within  the  survey. 

By  the  end  of  the  year  592  dwellings  had  been  inspected  for  the  purposes 
of  the  survey,  and  subsequently  classified  and  identified  on  1/500  scale 
Ordnance  Sheets. 


VERMINOUS  PREMISES. 

During  the  year  disinfestation  of  four  verminous  dwelling-houses  was 
carried  out. 


CONVERSION  OF  EARTH  CLOSETS. 

The  work  of  converting  earth-closets  into  water  closets  has  progressed 
slowly  during  the  year,  but  the  present  high  cost  of  such  work  has  deterred 
many  owners  from  carrying  it  out.  It  has  been  estimated  that  the  cost  to  the 
Council  of  emptying  an  ashpit  four  times  in  a  year  is  approximately  £2,  and 
it  would  appear  that  were  Section  47  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936,  generally 
adopted  (whereby  the  Council  pays  half  of  the  cost  of  conversion)  a  con¬ 
siderable  saving  would  be  effected  over  a  number  of  years.  There  are  at 
present  many  instances  where  sewerage  and  water  supply  is  available  and 
informal  negotiations  with  the  owners  have  failed. 
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CONDEMNATION  OF  FOOD. 

Numerous  visits  have  been  made  to-  shops  in  the  Rural  District  in 
connection  with  the  condemnation  of  unsound  food.  In  most  cases  a 
condemnation  note  has  been  issued. 


INSPECTION  OF  BAKEHOUSES. 

Routine  inspection  of  bakehouses  has  been  made  during  the  year  and 
conditions  were  generally  found  to  be  satisfactory. 


GENERAL  INSPECTION. 


Number  of  houses  inspected  under  Public  Health  Act  and 

Housing  Act  .  190 

Number  of  Inspections  made .  260 

Inspections  under  Factories  Act,  1937  .  25 

Infectious  Disease  cases,  disinfections .  28 

Visits  to  Bakehouses  .  62 

Visits  to  Butchers’  Shops  .  33 

Shops  visited  re  unsound  food  .  26 

Disinfestation  of  Houses  .  4 

Inspections  under  Milk  and  Dairies  Order .  392 


DAIRIES  AND  COWSHEDS. 


During  the  year  considerable  time  was  spent  in  carrying  out  inspections 
under  the  Milk  and  Dairies  Order,  1926.  In  spite  of  the  difficulties  en¬ 
countered  in  effecting  the  improvement  of  dairy  buildings,  fair  progress  has 
been  maintained  in  this  direction.  The  following  is  a  summary  of  the 
work  : — 


New  Cowsheds  provided  . 3 

Cowsheds  re-conditioned  .  4 

Dairies  provided  .  8 

Sterilising  Rooms  provided  .  4 

Middensteads  provided  .  4 

Water  Supplies  provided  .  4 

Drainage  improved  or  provided  .  3 

Several  cases  of  inferior  milk  production  have  been  investigated,  the 
main  trouble  generally  having  proved  to  be  lack  of  proper  water  supply. 
Slow  headway  has  been  made  in  improving  this. 


FACTORIES  ACT,  1937. 

Several  inspections  under  the  Factories  Act,  1937,  were  made  during 
the  year  in  respect  of  the  portion  of  the  Act  which  is  enforceable  by  Local 
Authorities. 
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REFUSE  REMOVAL. 

Towards  the  end  of  the  year  the  Council  decided  to  carry  out  the  work 
of  refuse  removal  entirely  by  direct  labour,  as  the  existing  system  of  con¬ 
tracting  the  work  was  proving  unsatisfactory.  Accordingly  a  second  Karrier 
Bantam  Lorry  was  acquired  and  by  the  end  of  the  year  every  dwelling  which 
was  supplied  with  an  ash-bin  was  receiving  a  fortnightly  service. 

We  are, 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Yours  obediently, 

N.  R.  BOLTON. 

H.  C.  CLAYDON. 
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